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Dear Governor Noem,

We would like to inform you of an important matter brought to our attention. One of our Rapid City members
recently reached out to the Department of Energy (DOE) regarding the state’s decision not to participate in the
Home Energy Efficiency Rebate Program (HEERA). In response, the DOE’s Office of State and Local Energy
Programs indicated that “DOE would need to hear from South Dakota’s state energy office directly if a deadline
extension would change their plans.” This response presents an opportunity for you to reconsider your earlier
decision not to participate in this crucial program.

In support of this reconsideration, we have attached a petition signed by 904 South Dakotans in 143 different
communities that were collected over just 15 days. These signatures represent the strong desire of our fellow
citizens for you to reverse the state's decision and allow them to benefit from the significant savings and
economic opportunities that the HEERA program offers.

As you may be aware, the DOE estimates that South Dakota residents could see utility bill reductions in the
range of 30%-40% if the state participates in HEERA. For many low-income households, these savings are not
just a relief—they are vital. However, it is not just low-income families who stand to gain. Nearly all South
Dakotans, including those with larger homes and higher installation costs, could receive up to $14,000 in
upfront rebates at the time of purchase and installation.

Moreover, by participating in HEERA, South Dakota could bring in $68 million in federal funds, already
allocated from taxes paid by our own residents, to be reinvested in our local economy. Most of this money
would go directly to South Dakota businesses, creating an economic boost that benefits communities across
the state. Choosing not to participate will not return these funds to the federal treasury or reduce federal
spending; instead, the money will be redirected to other states that choose to participate.

If the state continues its current course, it will have a triple negative impact: denying South Dakotans the
benefits their tax dollars have already paid for, depriving local businesses of a significant economic stimulus,
and seeing these funds transferred to other states without reducing overall federal spending.

We also encourage you to consider the choices made by your fellow governors in conservative states such as
Texas, Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi. Governors Abbott, DeSantis, Landry, and Reeves have all chosen
to participate in HEERA, understanding that it supports their constituents without compromising their political
principles. With up to 20% of the $68 million still available to cover administrative costs, and no long-term
obligations for state governments, these governors have made a pragmatic decision to put their citizens first.



While South Dakotans hold diverse political views, we are united in wanting to see our families prosper, reduce
burdensome utility costs, and prevent evictions and foreclosures due to rising bills. We urge you to reconsider
your previous decision in light of this widespread support and the benefits it would bring to our state.

We hope you will carefully review the attached petition and take this opportunity to act in the best interests of
South Dakota.

Sincerely,

Paula Antoine and Stacy Roberts

Co-Chairs, Dakota Rural Action Executive Committee
(Enclosure: Petition with 914 signatures)



